
Completing the Form I-765 
Post Completion OPT Applicants 

 
 

SAMPLE PAGE 1 

 Enter your name as it 

appears on your I-20 

and passport.  

You must 
check ONLY 
ONE of these 
boxes. 
Choose 
“Initial 
permission to 
accept 
employment” 
when 
applying for 
regular post-
completion 
OPT. 
 



SAMPLE PAGE 2

 Write the address as 
shown in the sample if 
you would like your card 
mailed to the 
International Affairs 
Office. 

If you already have a social 
security number, check YES & 
enter your social security 
number in #13b and then check 
NO to answer #14. 
 
If you do NOT have a social 
security number, check NO. 
 

Use black ink to write your 
physical address if you 
checked NO to question #6. 

If you checked YES to 
question #6, skip #7 and go 
to question #10. 

Skip 

#8 & 

#9 

Type the name of your home 
country in #18a.  

#18b should only be used if you 
are a citizen of multiple 
countries. 

Check YES if you would like to apply for a social security 
number without visiting a Social Security office. Also 
check YES to #15 and complete #16 & #17. 
 
If you already have a social security number, check NO 
to #14 and skip to #18. 
 

If this is 
your first 
time 
applying  
for OPT, 
check NO. 



SAMPLE PAGE 3 

 

Enter your most recent 
electronic   I-94 number 
that is available online at 
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov; 
please follow the onscreen 
instructions for printing 
your I-94 information.  
 

The eligibility 
category for 
OPT is (c) (3) (B) 

Skip #28 
through 
#31 

Use the date 
on your most 
recent  
I-94 printout.   

Your SEVIS 
number is 
located at the 
top of your I-20 
and starts with 
N00.  



SAMPLE PAGE 4 

 

F-1 students will not need to complete pages 5 and 6 of the application. 

Leave page 7 blank unless you need extra space to provide any additional  
information with your application. 

 
 

You must sign your 
application. An electronic 
or typewritten name in 
place of a signature is not 
acceptable. Your signature 
must fit in the box. 

Check box 
#1a to 
indicate 
that you 
read this 
application 
yourself. 

Provide an 
email 
address 
that you 
check often. 



Page 7, Part 6: Additional Information 
Instructions 

 

 

Item 1:  If one or more of the above situations apply to you, complete Part 6, Item 1.a, 1.b, and 
1.c. 

 
Item 2:  Do not write anything in this box. 

 
Items 3-7:  For each of the situations listed in the above box (CPT, OPT, different SEVIS ID numbers, 

insufficient room), complete one box in Part 6, starting with 3.a. 
 
 

CPT Approval in the Past 
If you were authorized for CPT, follow these 
instructions for sections a, b, and c: 
 

a. Page Number: 3          
b. Part Number:   2 
c. Item Number:   27 

 
In section d, use the following format to list your CPT 
approval(s)*: 
 
Line 1:   Name of the employer 
Line 2:   Start and end dates of CPT 
Line 3:   Part-time or Full-time 
Line 4:   Degree level  
              (Associate’s, Bachelor’s, Master’s, or Doctorate) 
 
*These details can be found on your CPT I-20. 
 

 

You are required to complete Part 6 if any the following situations apply to you: 

A. You have been approved for CPT in the past. 

 

B. You have been approved for OPT in the past. 

 

C. You have used a different SEVIS ID in F-1 status in the U.S. Your SEVIS ID is found on 

the top right corner of your I-20 and starts with an “N”. 
 

EXAMPLE: If you attended school for a while, left the US to take a break from school, and 

returned with a new I-20., you would have a SEVIS ID from your first period of attendance 

that is different than your current SEVIS ID. 

 

D. You did not have enough room to sufficiently write your answer for any items in Parts 1-5. 

 



OPT Approval in the Past 
 

If you were authorized for OPT, follow these 
instructions for sections a, b, and c: 

a. Page Number:  3 
b. Part Number:  2 
c. Item Number: 27 

 
In section d, use the following format to list your OPT 
approval(s)*: 
 
Line 1:    Start and end dates of OPT 
Line 2:    Degree level  
                (Associate’s, Bachelor’s, Master’s, or Doctorate) 
 
*Be sure to include a copy of any previously issued EAD 
cards. 
 

 

 

Different SEVIS ID 
 

If you had a different SEVIS ID, follow these 
instructions for a, b, and c: 

a. Page Number: 3 
b. Part Number: 2 
c. Item Number: 26 

 
In section d, use the following format to list other SEVIS 
IDs you have used in the past: 
 
Line 1:    SEVIS ID: N00… 
Line 2:    Program start and end dates 
Line 3:    Degree level  
                     (Associate’s, Bachelor’s, Master’s, or Doctorate) 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Not Enough Room 
 

Make sure to use the accurate locator (page, part, and item), if you are using Part 6 to supply 
additional information that did not fit in the appropriate section(s) in Parts 1-5. 
 

EXAMPLE: If your family name does not fit in the box provided on Page 1, Part 2, Item 1.a. you would 
complete the box as follows (in addition to writing your full, legal, family name in box d.) 
 
 
 

 


